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Press Release

20.11.2008  – On 26th October 2008 the two boats of the 6000km-long Lapita Voyage, Lapita Tikopia and Lapita Anuta, slipped into the water without a hitch.

Blessed with a few words and a splash of coconut milk from expedition leaders Klaus Hympendahl and James Wharram they were heaved down a beautiful white-sand beach and into the Pacific. It was the culmination of almost 3 years of dreaming, designing and planning
The boats now rest in the shallow, turquoise waters a short paddle from the lively bars and restaurants of Alona Beach, Panglao Island, the Philippines.  

Most of the crew are aboard and over the next few of days the last preparations and provisioning will be done.  

The boats will set sail on 1st November, winds permitting. 

The boats were built on Panglao, the Philippines, by Andy Smith and his excellent team at Junction Boat Works (www.andy-smith-boatworks.com).  Andy has worked on James Wharram catamarans for over 20 years. 

Five round wooden beams link each hull and are fixed in place with lashings in true Polynesian (and Wharram) style. This enabled the boats to be finished at the boat yard, transported to the beach and reassembled in an afternoon.

The first three-week stage is from Panglao off the island of Bohol in the Philippines to  Halmahera , in the Maluku Islands (also known as the Moluccas, Moluccan Islands, the Spice Islands or simply Maluku), Indonesia. It’s a distance of 700 nautical miles.  
Amongst the crews of the two vessels on their maiden voyages will be two renowned academics, Dr Dizon from Manila University and Dr Gregor Larson. 

Dr Dizon believes that the development of sailing craft by the ancient peoples of the Philippines fed into Polynesian migrations. 

Dr Larson will take 100s of samples from dogs, cats, chickens and pigs to use his with Dr Keith Dobney looking into the origin of farmyard carried by ancient Polynesians, and thus human migration in the South Pacific. For more information on this ground-breaking project contact Claire Whitelaw at Durham University (c.m.whitelaw@durham.ac.uk). 

THE LAPITA VOYAGE

This 6000km journey will be the first voyage in modern times to follow a proposed migration route of the ancient Polynesians into the Pacific, using modern interpretations of Polynesian boats.

The boats will sail from Panglao in the Philippines, down through the Maluku Islands (also known as the Moluccas, Moluccan Islands, the Spice Islands or simply Maluku) and Papua of Indonesia, across the north coast and into the Bismarck Archipelago of Papua New Guinea and then take a southerly route through the whole of the Solomon Islands to the islands of Anuta and Tikopia. 

The Lapita Voyage will visit numerous isolated coastal communities and experience dozens and dozens of different languages and customs. 

At the end of the voyage the two double canoes will be presented to the inhabitants of the small Polynesian islands of Tikopia and Anuta.

Anuta and Tikopia are Polynesian outliers, specs in the ocean at the far end of the Solomon Islands. 

Anuta (Cherry Island or ‘te fatu sekeseke’, the slippery stone) is only 750m in diameter and home to under 300 people who garden the volcanic soil and fish. 

Tikopia is slightly bigger (5km sq; population over 1000) and is remnant of an extinct volcano, Mt. Reani (380m). Below the peak in the volcanic crater is Te Roto, a deep freshwater lake.

The ‘Lapita-Voyage’ honour the most outstanding seafaring people of the world, the Polynesians and show just how seaworthy, adaptable and capable their sailing craft were.  

In presenting the boats to the islands of Tikopia and Anuta, we will acknowledge the debt owed by Western yachtsmen to the Polynesian inspiration for their ‘modern catamarans’.

Just how the Pacific was colonised and where the Polynesians originated continues to be hotly debated. 

Thor Heyerdahl tried to prove with his Kon-Tiki expedition 60 years ago that the ancient Polynesians came from South America, but this thesis turned out to be wrong.
Current theories vary, but all point to the origins of Polynesians coming from Asia. We believe that this means Polynesian sea craft could sail against the prevailing trade winds, just as modern yachts can do. 

It has been theorised that ancient Polynesians came from an area around Taiwan. Some academics hypothesis that the Philippines was the birthplace of Polynesian sailing technology, whilst other experts maintain that Polynesian culture is a product of interaction and exploration of many groups in South East Asia. Our voyage will explore all these possibilities.

In the Marinas Islands of Micronesia and along the long-proposed Polynesian colonisation route from the Bismarck-Archipelago (Papua New Guinea) to New Caledonia, Fiji, Tonga and Samoa shards of Lapita pottery have been found. This gave us the name of our expedition. 

What makes the migration of the Polynesians into the Pacific so fascinating?

· They had the vision and courage to venture out for unknown islands. 

· Using fire, stones and shells they built seagoing boats, which sailed 2/3 of the equatorial waters of this world.

· Their vessels were faster than those used by the ‘discoverers’, e.g. James Cook, Bougainville etc.

· They were able to sail to windward against the prevailing trade winds. 

· They were able to live on their boats for weeks and settle new islands with their animals and plants.

· Their voyages were carefully planned expeditions into the unknown.

JAMES WHARRAM

James Wharram is the key expedition leader of the Lapita Voyage.

Wharram has spent most of his life battling against the establishment, his unothodox family life often overshadowing his groundbreaking achievements in catamaran design. Whilst he is feted as a 'Living Legend' in France, Italy and the USA most of his achievements have been overlooked in the UK.

He is not your average sort of sailor. Born in Manchester, the son of Master Builder, he craved adventure from an early age, adventure that was only partially satisfied by mountaineering and spending two years working and travelling in post-war Europe. The ideals of the Polynesian seafarers satisified his wanderlust, his need for adventure.

In 1955 Wharram built one of the world's first modern catamarans, Tangaroa, and sailed it 4000 nautical miles across the Atlantic with two German girls as crew. Once in Trinidad he built a second, bigger catamaran on the beach and sailed it back to the UK, the first West-East crossing of the Atlantic by catamaran, where he began selling his DIY catamaran designs. His book about the voyage 'Two Girls, Two Catamarans' is a Classic, off-beat, utopian manual for a free-thinking, post-war generation of classless 20-something English sea-wanderers.

Wharram's great achievement torpedoed established thinking on Polynesian boats, which at the time were dismissed as primitive, unseaworthy and dangerous. Since then Wharram has continued to defy established ship-building dogma and societal norms, continuing refining and improving his simple-to-build, easy to sail catamarans that consistently reflect traditional Polynesian boats. And key for a man who believes that his Northern English accent never quite fitted in sailing circles, he believes he has also broken down class barriers. As one MOCRA official once commented, "You design boats that bus drivers can sail".
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