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Press Release

Sailing expedition: hardly any South Seas romanticism

(Jan. 22nd, 2009) -
In November 2008 a team consisting of sailors, scientists and some companions set out to follow the historical migration route of the Polynesians starting from Eastern Asia into the broad expanse of the Pacific Ocean. With good 2,000 nautical miles the crew of the Lapita Voyage has now reached an important sub-destination and has covered half the voyage on the migration route of the Polynesians. At this point in time the crew was roughly at the level of Wewak, a seaport in the north of Papua New Guinea. Although the expedition lags one week behind its original time schedule, the interim result is favourable: ‘The first 2,000 nautical miles represent a brilliant success of the crew and the material. First we had to get used to the boats and to make some small modifications to engineering and equipment. But it was in particular the weather that thwarted the scheduling while the boats proved extremely reliable after eliminating their teething troubles – especially during storm. The crew also sticks together firmly. Everyone lends a hand according to his abilities and is highly motivated withstanding both the physical strain in case of storm and the mental strain in case of calms’, reports Klaus Hympendahl, leader of the expedition. His son Philipp who was just on board himself for several weeks adds: ‘The conditions in the tropics are extremely hard. Especially for the sailors with so far little experience this is a real limit experience when they do the daily work on deck which in terms of hardness cannot be compared with the requirements on ordinary sailing boats. The extremely humid and hot weather, constantly changing winds with strong rainy squalls as well as injuries and wounds make things even worse’.

The ancestors of the Polynesians had generations of time for the route the expedition follows. The Lapita Voyage, however, covers 4,000 nautical miles in a few months with several stopovers on small islands for scientific research. Nevertheless the unique natural navigation without any modern technical facilities is used regularly in corresponding weather. During storms and rain, however, unlike the pioneers the team has to hold out and continue sailing because of its schedule. ‘Whoever tries to resist the conditions of nature has got no chance. The challenge faced is to adapt to the natural rhythm of the tropics and to react appropriately to permanently changing conditions’, Philipp Hympendahl defines. All in all the crew is full of confidence to reach the islands of Tikopa and Anuta in good time and to present the catamarans which are built following the historical Polynesian example to the inhabitants. The accompanying scientists are very much looking forward to gathering further material for their research. During a stopover on the Duke of York Islands in the Bismarck Archipelago several Lapita ceramics originating from the ancestors of the Polynesians have yet been found. 

Further information:

Including up-to-date printable photos on the homepage of the expedition under www.lapita-voyage.org and in the online logbook of Klaus Hympendahl under http://blog.mailasail.com/lapita.

Philipp Hympendahl is willingly at your disposal for any interviews. If you are interested pls. contact us.
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