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Press release


Lapita Voyage successfully reached destination

(March 17th, 2009) – On March 15th the LAPITA TIKOPIA boat reached the remote South Seas island of Tikopia. The second boat of the expedition, LAPITA ANUTA, is just before reaching the destination island of Anuta. Almost 4,000 sea miles both boats sailed which always sailed parallel until reaching the last island of Vanikoro. Never before has a sailing expedition with two replicas of traditional Polynesian catamarans mastered a similarly long journey.


Lapita Voyage is the first expedition of the migration route of the Polynesian ancestors. It led from the Philippines to the east Indonesian Molucca Islands along the second largest island of the world (New Guinea) towards the western Solomon Islands continuing eastwards to the Santa Cruz Islands and their Polynesian islands of Tikopia and Anuta. 

The two traditional catamarans were led by the German project leader Klaus Hympendahl on the LAPITA TIKOPIA boat and the catamaran designers James Wharram and Hanneke Boon on LAPITAL ANUTA. (James Wharram left the expedition a fortnight ago because of the death of a person very close to him). Apart from the mainly German crew there were also international scientists on board dealing with the migration route of the Polynesians. The ZDF (a German television channel) filmed long stages and arrived with a special film team on the Solomon Islands. On the Duke of York Islands (Papua New Guinea) and the Ndene Island (Santa Cruz Islands) the members of the expedition found pottery shards of the Lapita culture.

Professor A. Anderson, a member of the expedition, refers to the Lapita people as the ancestors of today’s Polynesians. Lapita pottery was found on the islands of the close Oceania (New Caledonia, Vanuatu, Fiji, Samoa). In addition to these approx. 2,600 years old archaeological evidences there also exist language comparisons and DNA analyses pointing out that the Polynesians ancestors followed the same route the Lapita Voyage expedition took. 

The expedition can be described as successful as the replicas of Polynesian catamarans withstood these 4,000 sm without any damage. They had to weather all climatic situations – right up to a full-blown storm of up to storm force 10. The boats are not fitted with engines and can only be sailed. All anchorages were harboured under sail or when there was an absolute calm tugged by the dinghy, a small boat with a 5hp outboard engine. Especially the traditional crab claw sails stood the test during the expedition. They have a larger sail area at the top just where more wind prevails than directly above the ocean surface. In simple terms, conventional sails have an almost inverse area ratio. They were boats like these 11.50 m long catamarans that in the course of the past millennium sailed the wide swaths of the Pacific and brought humans, animals, plants and seeds into the so-called Polynesian Triangle (bordered by Hawaii in the north, the Easter Island in the east and New Zealand in the west). 


In the view of the German project leader it is gratifying that none of the crew members got injured although some suffered from tropical infections. The was no damage to the boats apart from the crack of a sail boom during severe squalls. After living 4 ½ months in a cabin measuring 2 x 0.6 x 0.7 m Klaus Hympendahl from Düsseldorf now enjoys life on the South Pacific Island of Tikopia and looks back with relaxation on the difficult but successful expedition.
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